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WHEN YOU DREAMED of owning yeur
Sz3t 2o, how €d vou enwiston 11 Was it o2 2
cul-de-sac of Iz 2 sprawling neighbochood? Was it
wood of stucco! Did it hiee (he poovetDial white
picket fence? Did it Lock exactly like the home junt
20 feet 0o the lelt? Prodpective homeawners are
deginning 1o 4 a Urtie Socper when they srrvision
their next home, With the epidemic of subdivitions
and the "HaY wave effect” s3oome expertis say the
Nocthatate will pow iz population growth stemming
froon Sactamento, many are demanding that
their abode nat caly be aesthetically pleasing,

et beave 2 smadler environmeatsl footpriat

The Nocthstate s srowiag faster thaa ever Delote

andd 33 the constrection Desiness I01ives L0 Mt
fat create) demand, “It's gooe into a disposable
society,” sayd Chico costractor Laurie Nerton

“1s thant the gt approacd” 1 doat know,”

Nogton is one of 2 hanefel of contzactions and
developers who are wiliag to sacrilice Righet
peodas for lower economical ismpuct. While bulifiag
1o leave a lighter eco-footprint may save Lhe
soul, 7 certainky costs mooe than the droves
of cocltie-culter howses. 3ut, "I our buliding
and development, il we spend mece money in A
POOSNCE, WE CAN 3Ve 0B energy. Norton surrzises

"Tve ade 2 cholce 10 mate et motwry

Avde from Heas that would cbvicutly make

mate sendd in Lhe green Sepaltpent (Dare

et 2irfow, secycied prsducts
when applicable], Norton has made considerable

waadon: f2¢ bet

Changes Lo the way he Sudds each home, ey
changed his stud bays to 236 dimenticns astend
of 224, sesaliing in beas material use. Aad he wies
2 foil-backed moof sheeting that can Steate 2 10

Segree dilfevesce in the tempetature of the douse

Natten i adamant about using salvaged
lumder Tor cadinets and doos trims,. 2 peactics
kpown as Green Buliding In the iacustry

(see “Enstoring the Casth page 58]
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Feature insiceout

Noctom recently completed 3 2064 sgQuare
foct Bome in Chico with green considesations

The simply desigred homwe tock elght months
o complete. IU's invitiag, with nectral tones Axd
patural Ught thosughout. "The anly place you
can pow that it's eoergy effcient is the thickress
of the windowslls” he says, The concrete foors

&34 Ccounietiopn 2w & oooat soance of inselatior

™he moderndociing woodes satzwell it
constracted completely of salvaged material
1. :l.’of;h; 15 5ot up for the ks “with 0
downgrades,” Nartan says. Wiadows are
lecated on oppotite walls to acrease 2ir Nlow

And uie less eneigy dezing the tummes

The cadinets and desies (n the hids' rooms
are bailt in, azd the Lghting is low watlage

In the matter bathoocm, 2 tene colo
paiate esadied Nattan te make the conciete
oo Ughter, providing a Ught, sury feed
10 & roam with a lot of sabesal Ught. The
hosse was delibesately Gesigned foe the
master backyard to be mastly shaded. The
WIDCOWE weie Sesignes 1o De 2igN and the
ceringt weew capped At eught fert. “Nize to

0 feet, that's just volume * Norton says

This was the Hrst time de incladed the
Lon system, 2 high-tech wiring systes
that centros mest if nat all of the home's
exctionics thoswgt 2 Sx%inch wall moont

2 5 wiat ] believe it godag to Be past of the
futese.” bhe says. The Douse was constrected
with this system in mind, 20 wires were built
to the walls every plug was set up juil
30, Wath this system, “peopie don't need five

coeepstees in the same hasse.” Norton says

This heuse had mooe than we were looking
for and 7t wad in our peice ange,” says ownes
Maria Verturing. "We're very happy with it

“This house had more than we were looking
for and it was in our price range.”

$F 2001400 Polans b Nriws
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T dulldSag whar 1
want 1o bulld.” Norton
boasts, “That'’s the fun of
it. i you walk from this
houe to my house, you'll
see 4 Yot of similarities.”

Ansther Coassioualy
censtrected Chico Moese
Gesigned by costractar
Fabin Trenda thares
goeen similarities with
Narton's, St in many ways
is coxpietely different

"1 wazted 10 balid a wel-bedlt, super eneryy-
efficient bullding that wses sazese for Deating
and ceoling.” Trenda says. "The ceiling elevation
Gtawd ol air in, ard the windows provide
mest of the Light. This house Sreathes really
well. There's comatastly & fow of fresd alr”

The home is oqeipped with a radiart heat dab
that can predeat wates through wolar power, and

there’s 330 2 whole-Douse water Sltration syiten

Trend2 sought out constrection materials
specitically designed for green duiding. With the sise
W desmand for materials such as paint and glue that
are free of chemicals, there are entise companies oe
& Sesst dividions of comganies that solely provide
eco-friendly materials like farmaidetrpde-free glues
Howeves, ke Borten, Trenda has fosnd that these
materials cost mare than the “cheap and quick”™
materials that ase olten focad (2 rew homes

Aside 220 the grees building technigues, both
Deases are built with furction axd form. They're
beautifuly desigaed with madesn foccplans
and oetigas that would rival any modern
home, such 25 Trenda’s “wet room”™ for the kidy'
bathesom of Bogton's Zon electionics systes.

Treads says that's the ideal of conscivas
ceratiuction. “If you bulld for aesthetic
and beauty, thar’s gaing 52 ensure thas
what you build will last 2 bong time.”



